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AUSTRALIA 


MITS OFFERED FOR OLL SEARCHES IN BASS STRAIT 
Area Bidders 
mberra THE AUSTRALIAN in Englieh 1 Jul 81 p 19 
rticle by Brian Hale: "$240m O11 Search in the Base Strait”) 


c<cerpte|] The search for ofl moved into top gear yesterday with the Federal 
4 Vietorian Governments signalling the start of a $240 million-plus of] hunt 
Base Strait. 


ormite for the three most-sought after exploration areas in or around Australia 
ere offered to consortia in a move described by industry spokesmen as the big- 
eat event for the ofl industry since the discovery of oil in Bass Strait. 


‘oning bide for the three arers, which were relinquished from Esso-BHP's ori- 
inal exploration licences, mark the first time for 20 years fresh exploration 
same have joined the search in the area of the original discoveries. 


esterday's announcement followed a rush of applications for the three offshore 
‘ppsland Basin exploration permit areas and a three-month examination of propo- 


AAS. 


rea V80-1 was won by a consortium headed by Australian Aquitaine Petroleum Pty 
td (25 per cent) with Australian Occidental Petroleum Inc (25 per cent) Alli- 
nce Resources Pty Ltd (25 per cent) Agex Pty Ltd (12.5 per cent) and Cluff Oil 
\ust) NL (12.5 per cent). 


cea V80-2 was taken by Phillips Australian 011 Co, (local offshoot of the US 
villips group), Lend Lease Investments pty Ltd and Mount Isa Mines Ltd--all 
ith 33.33 per cent each. 


rea V80-3 was won by a consortia headed by the giant Shell group, represented 
‘hrough a local subsidiary, Shell Development (Aust) Pty Ltd (40 percent), the 
jews Corporation Ltd (20 per cent), TNT Management Pty Ltd (20 per cent) Crusad- 
r (Victoria) Pty Led (15 per cent) and Mincorp Offshore Pty Ltd (5 per cent). 


‘his grouping marks a significant further link between the News Corporation and 
‘NT and extends their existing interest in hydrocarbon exploration in the Offi- 
er and Cooper Basins. 














A fourth area, V80~4, also was available in the permit round, but no valid 
applications were received and it will be resubmitted for applications at an 
appropriate time, possibly within the next year. 


Some companies take the view that, in terms of ofl prospectivity, the ranking 

of areas is 3, followed by 1 and then 2. While, ic terms of overall prospectiv- 
ity for both ofl and gas, the ranking of “beat bets" is area 1 with 2 in second 
place and then area 3. 


But there also are differing views about likely technical difficulties in the 
three areas because of different water depths ana when these are combined with 
prospectivity rankings the “best bets" list of some experts puts areas 2 and 3 
on a par for likely oil discoveries. 


Lightship Guards 
Melbourne THE AGE in English 3 Jul 81 p 5 
[Article by Gerry Carman: “Bases O11 Rigs To Get Lightship Guards") 


[Text] The Federal Government has ordered two lightships worth $2.4 aillion to 
protect Bass Strait oil rigs. 


This follows a number of times in recent years that ships have strayed inside 
the restricted zones around the seven platforms in Bass Strait. 


The acting Minister for Transport, Mr Nixon, said yesterday that Ocean Ship- 
yards, of Fremantle, had been contracted to build two 150-tonne lightships and 
the Government had taken an option on two more. 


The Government has applied to the United Notions [as published] Inter-govern- 
mental Maritime Consultative Organisation for approval to place the first two 
lightships in Bass Straight. Approval is expected later this year. 


The other two to be built will be posted off the Queensland coast but at this 
stage it has not been decided whether the first two will go to Bass Straight 
or Queensland. But four will be built, at a total cost of about $4.8 million. 


Mr Nixon said the light ships would be similar to those used overseas. They 
would be placed in the middle of shipping lanes and would greatly improve 
safety near oil rigs in Bass Strait. The first two ships should be built 
by June nex. year. 





The ship's acetylene-powered lights, producing 33,000 candle-power, would be 
visible from 17 nautical miles. Theyw ould also be fitted with radar trans- 
ponders for identification by ship's radar. 





The 22.7-metre long and 8.2 metre wide ships will not be self-powered and will 
have to be towed to their static positions. Their beacon lights will be 11 
metres above the water line on a constant-level apparatus which will restrict 
their movement to less than 0.5 degrees while the vessel pitched up to 30 degrees. 


CSO: 5200/7543 








AUSTRALIA 


BRIEFS 


STIFFER FISHING PENALTLES--The Queensland Government will introduce severe penal- 
ties to help stamp out illegal fishing of the State's famous barramundi and mud 
crabs. The Government fears that illegal catches of barramundi and of female and 
undersized crabe will cause icreparable damage to the State's fishing industry. 
The Minteter for Primary Industries, Mr Ahern, said yesterday he would introduce 
amendments to the Fisheries Act in the next session of Parliament, starting in 
Auguet. Exieting legislation provides for a maximum fine of $500 for illegal 

mud crab and barramundi fishing. Mr Ahern said these fines, set in 1976, were 

no longer a sufficient deterrent. “I'm concerned at the exploitation Queens- 
land's seafood delicacies which, if not protected, will soon be fished out,” he 
added. [Text! [Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in Englieh 24 Jun 81 p 5) 


OFFSHORE OLL STRIKE--An exploration well being drilled in the Malacca Straits, 

160 kilometres west of Singapore, has flowed at a rate of 12,017 barrels a day. 

it is the second significant oil discovery to be made in the area recently by a 
consortium ‘ed by Hudbay O11 (Malacca Strait) Ltd, a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Hudson's Bay O11 and Gas Co Led. The earlier strike was on a separate feature, 
six kilometres north of the present well and flowed at 10,000 barrels a day. The 
other members of the consortium are Home Petroleum Corporation, Atlantic Richfield 
Indonesia Inc, Kondur Petroleum SA and Pan Ocean O11 Corporation (Indonesia). 
(Text) [Sydney THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD in Euglish 25 Jun 81 p 23) 


PRAWN FISHING PROBLEMS--More than 100 prawn trawlers were tied up at Queensland 
cast coast ports by finance companies, the Primary Industries Minister, Mr Ahern 
said vesterday. Because of low catches and poor returns, these owner-operators 
had no chance of clearing debts, in some cases around $100,000. Mr Ahern said 
these fishermen were paying 25 to 30 percent interest for finance, in some cases 
over five years. Today Mr Ahern will attend a Melbourne meeting of the Rural 
Reconstruction Board in a bid to have the trawlermen's debts restructured. He 
said he believed the board, with Canberre'’s backing, would give a sympathetic 
hearing. The alternative was to see the industry collapse. Mr Ahern said that 
in Japan next month he would have talks with importers in a bid to improve the 
export price. If the board did not act and the Japanese did not respond, the 
only future for the fishermen was bankruptcy. "That would be disastrous because 
most of these people know no other calling and do not have the pecuniary ability 
to get out of their dilemma,” he said. What had contributed to the low catches 
was the fact that the resource was overcommitted and there was little research 
to find ways of overcoming this. Today, Executive Council is expected to approve 




















the closure by the Fish Board of ite Cleveland depot. Mr Ahern said alternative 
arrangements had been made to handle catches. [Text] [Brisbane THE COURIER-MAIL 
in English 25 Jun 81 p 3) 


OLL SPILL FINE INCREASES--Conservationisats will be pleased tu know more w mey 

will be spent on fighting ocean ofl pollution but shipping companies say the 
public is footing an unnecessary bill. The Federal Government said yesterday 

it would increase by one and a half times the levy on ship owners to pay for 
pollution-control equipment. The levy, increased from 0.8 to 2c a tonne, means 
owners of a 20,000-tonne ofl ship will have to pay about $400 a quarter. The levy 
will raise about $1.2 million this financial year. But according to the Chamber 
of Shipping, representing major shipping companies, the increase is unfair and 
unjustified. The acting-Minister for Transport, Mr Nixon, said yesterday the levy 
had not risen since 1977. It is payable on ships of 100 tonnes or more carrying 
more than 10 tonnes of bulk oil. [Text] [Canberra THE WEEKEND AUSTRALIAN in 
English 4-5 Jul 861 p 3) 


——- 





OFFSHORE DEVELOPMENT--Crusader O11 NL through a subsidiary, has farmed out part 
of ‘te 100 per cent indirect interest in the off-shore Canning Basin permit 

WA LL7P to two Canadian companies. The Crusader subsidiary, Pursuit Exploration 
Pty Led, has entered into an agreement in principle with Home Oil Co Ltd and 
Ocelot Industries Ltd for the two companies to fund a $15 million two-well 
drilling programme on the permit, as soon as an off-shore rig is available, to 
earn a 50 per cent interest in the permit. Home Oil's local subsidisry, Home 
Oil Australia Ltd, is the operator of the Blina No. 1 well on EP129, which 
flowed oil at a rate of 905.7 barrels a day last Thursday. The 19,000 square 
kilometre permit is off Broome and lies 190 km west of the recent Canning Basin 
oil show. ‘The primary objectives are the Devonian age sediments. The agreement, 
when formalised, is subject to the approval of the WA Minister for Mines. Home 
and Ocelot will reimburse the Crusader group for past exploration expenditure. 
[Text] (Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 13 Jun 81 p 57) 


CSO: 5200/7541 














INDIA 


COAST GUARD SEEKS MORE POWERS, EXTENDED EEZ 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 1 Jul 81 p 4 


[Text] The Indian Coast Guard Organisation is exploring the possibilities of 
acquiring wider powers under the Criminal Procedure Code to apprehend smugglers, 
poachers and other intruders in the Indian territorial waters, reports UNI. 


Informed sources said efforts were also being made to extend the Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ), which was now up to 12 nautical miles, to 29 nautical miles 
for wider patrolling on the high seas. 


The Coast Guard Organisation had seized 18 foreign trawlers in the Saurashtra Coast 
in December last and arrested several poachers between January and April last. 


A bill to prevent poaching by foreign trawlers is before the Parliament to give 
the organisation wider punitive powers to protect the national interest. 


The Coast Guard Organisation operates from four strategic positions in the Bay of 
Bengal and the Arabian Sea--Saurashtra Coast, Gulf of Mannar, Sunderbans ‘New 
Moore Island) and the Andaman and Nicober Islands. 


The Coast Guard station at Haldia has also been upgraded with the deployment of 
additional frigates. 


The organisation, formed in 1977, has only two ex-Indian Navy frigates and five 
patrol boats acquired from the Home Ministry. 


To modernise its fleet Rs 100 crore scheme is being launched for acquiring suii- 
able aircraft and ships to patrol the 2,500-mile coastline. 


There is a proposal tc add an air surveillance wing by acquiring two types of 
aircraft--a light aircraft for coastal surveillance and a medium aircraft of 
longer range to guard against the poachers. 

The Union Government recently approved developmental plans for the coast guard, 
which are to be completed within the next 10 years. 


CSO: 5200/7057 

















PAKISTAN 


NATLONAL INSTITUTE OF OCEANOGAAPHY SET UP 
Karachi MORNI)~ NEWS in English 30 Jun 8) p 1 
[Article by Amanullah Hussain) 


[Text] The Pakistan Government has set up National Institute of Oceanography to 
collect basic and fundamental information about maritime zones for the economic 
development of the country. 


The project, which was originally conceived in 1973, will carry out oceanographic 
research in Pakistan marire areas to meet the national requirements for the devel- 
opment of marine resources. 


In the absence of a systematic and comprehensive oceanographic research and insuf- 
ficient data about marine resources of Pakistan, other countries have been exploit- 
ing our deep-sea fishing resources. 


In the past, some international experts and agencies were employed to survey some 
of our area for marine resources. This besides depriving Pakistan of valuable re- 
sources also prevented Pakistani scientists from developing their own capabili- 
ties and increased our reliance on foreign agencies. 


Similarly geophysical studies ‘ r off-shore oil and gas resources are conducted on 
royalty basis by foreign oil «<ploring companies and such arrangements also de- 
prive Pakistani scientists from acquiring necessary expertise and technology in 
this field. 


The construction and coastal engineering aspects of new harbour development is ano- 
ther example which is carried out entirely through imported expertise by spending 
large amount of foreign exchange. Such expenditure in future could be saved only 
through the development of indigenous capabilities, expertise in the field of 
coastal engineering and undertaking of research end surveys in this important sec- 
tor. 


Under the present conditions there is, therefore, an immediate need to establish 
basic oceanographic research laboratories, to develop data acquisition techniques, 
to train research staff and develop indigenous expertise. 


The urgent requirement for such an institute is further justified as oceanographic 
research has so far been neglected in the resource and development programme of 














the country. Many developing countries have already taken lead in oceanographic 
research and are usefully applying the knowledge for the exploration and e ploi- 
tation of their marine resources. 


The time lost due to inactivity in the oceanographic research in Pakistan would 
be made up through the establishment of the National Inetitute of Oceanography 
which is due to be formally inaugurated in Karachi today by Dr M. A. Kazi, Scten- 
tific Adviser to the President of Pakistan. 


Dr D. S. Quraishee has been appointed as its Director. 


CSO: 5200/4529 











THAILAND 


VIETNAMESE PIRATES SAID TO ROB, SHOOT THAI FISHERMEN 
Bangkok BAN MUANG in Thai 27 Jun 81 pp 1, 2 


(Text) Vietnamese boats go on attack; five boats armed with machine guns. They 
attack Thai fishing boats. Two critically wounded crewmen nearly died. Vietnamese 
make off with another 1 million baht worth of boats and fishing equipment. 


This incident occurred at 0200 hours on 26 June. Mr Albdulroman Niyomdecha, age 42 
of House 57, Bo Tru Subdistrict, Rahot District, Songkhla Province took his boat 
the "Phi tnamchoke” out on a fishing expedition along with his younger brother 
Yamin Niyomdecha, age 28 who took the “Sinchokechai 2" vessel. They left on the 
Lith of June. 


Both boats were looking for fish in the area in front of Rosin Island about 20 
kms off the coast of Pattan! when a Vietnamese boat armed with machine guns on 
its bow accosted them, firing the gyms. The result was that Abdulroman was 
vounded in the left leg and Yamin was seriously wounded in the head. After that, 
the Vietnamese boarded the boats to seize all the fishing equipment. At the same 
time, they chased the “Phetnamchoke" crewmen onto the "Sinchokechai 2” boat and 
ran off with the “Phetnamchoke.” The total value of the equipment they tock was 
1 million baht. 


Subsequently the crewmen helped to bring the two wounded into the Pattani provincial 
hospital. They reported the incid nt to Pol Sub Lt Chokchai Sukhinang, the Muang 
District, Pattani police station duty officer for his action in finding the fishing 
boats. 


CSO: 5200/4530 











BRLEFS 


ILLEGAL FPISHINGe-Bail totalling $7,500 wae today granted to five foreignere charged 
with uniawfully fishing in Bahamian waters. The men appeared before Magistrate 
loseph Alfred and are represented by Roger Gomez. Charged were Lou Casset, /0; 
Michell Michaleki, 34; Jim Heinrich, 40; Denise Gahagen, 38; and Risto Marrtiia, 


13 The men were allegediy apprehended on May 31 at 5.0/7 pm in the vicinity of 
North Riding Reck aboard the fishing vessel “Kine Dot,” registration number 
FL 9B804BA. The case was adjourned to July 14. Bail was set at $1,500 cash each. 


(Excerpt) ([Naseau THE TRIBUNE in English 3 Jun 81 p 1] 


CSO: §200/ 7542 











SOUTH AFRICA 


ACTIVITY OF FOREIGN FISHING FLEETS DISCUSSED 


Johannesburg RAND DAILY MAIL in English 6 Jul 61 p 13 


\[Article by Paul Dold) 
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INTERNATIONAL APPAIRS 


BRIEFS 


SKAGERRAK HERRING ENDANGERED-- (Goteborg) The Fisheries Directorate is changing the 
regulations regarding Swedish herring fishing in the Skagerrak. Inatead of Limiting 
the catches, there will be a time Limitation on the fishing. The reason for this 
changing of the regulations by the Fisheries Directorate is that talke on fishing 
quotas among Sweden, Norway and the EC countries collapsed at the start of the year. 
There ie general agreement on how large the catch shall be, but there is disagree- 
ment on how inepection shall proceed. “The catch is becoming much, much greater 
than what the fish bioclogiete think to be advisable,” said the Director General of 
the Fisheries Directorate, Lennart Hanners. [Text]! [Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET 

in Swedish | Jul 81 p 16) 


CSO: 5200/2099 END 
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